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strength, the essential moment of a man
who would be exciting in the market or
at the dispensary door. They must go out
of the theatre with the strength they live
by strengthened with looking upon some
passion that could, whatever its chosen
way of life, strike down an enemy, fill a
long stocking with money or move a girl's
heart. They have not much to do with
the speculations of science, though they
have a little, or with the speculations of
metaphysics, though they have a little.
Their legs will tire on the road if there is
nothing in their hearts but vague senti-
ment, and though it is charming to have
an affectionate feeling about flowers, that
will not pull the cart out of the ditch. An
exciting person, whether the hero of a play
or the maker of poems, will display the
greatest volume of personal energy, and
this energy must seem to come out of the
body as out of the mind. We must say
to ourselves continually when we imagine
a character : " Have I given him the roots,
as it were, of all faculties necessary for
life ? " And only when one is certain of
that may one give him the one faculty
that fills the imagination with joy. I